
Readingtakes you to

ADV
ENTURES

BELMONT SCHOOL’S
GUIDE TO READING

WITH YOUR CHILD AT
HOME! 



Make it a special quiet time and cuddle up so you can
both see the book.

Make Reading aloud feel like a treat

HOW TO READ A STORY TO YOUR CHILD

‘This book looks interesting. It’s about an angry
child. I wonder how angry he gets…’

Show curiosity about what you’re going to read

Relate to the characters. Put yourself in their
shoes to understand their perspectives.

Relate to Characters

Let the story weave its own magic.

Read through the whole story the first time
without stopping too much

If you’re not enjoying it, your child won’t.
Read with enjoyment.

Find a place to read with your child away from the TV! 

Be ComFortable

Be encouraging and shelp them with words that 

Be Patiient and Praise often 

Considering the following when reading, connecting with, and reacting to a story:

If you can find the time beforehand, read the read-aloud book to yourself first,
so you can think about how you’re going to read it to your child. 



Let your child pause, think about and comment
on the pictures

HOW TO READ A STORY TO YOUR CHILD

• If you think your child did not understand
something, try to explain: ‘Oh! I think what’s
happening here is that…’

Chat about the story and pictures: ‘I wonder why
she did that?’; ‘Oh no, I hope she’s not going to…’;

‘I wouldn’t have done that, would you?’

Link the stories to your own family experiences:
‘This reminds me of when …’

Encourage your child to join in with the bits
they know.

Avoid asking questions to test what
your child remembers

Avoid telling children that reading
stories is good for them.

Read favourite stories over and over again. On later readings:



Talk about the cover

HOW TO READ A STORY TO YOUR CHILD

Ask: ‘What is the book about?’

Ask: ‘Who is the author?’’

Ask: ‘What is the Title?’

Ask: ‘What type of book is it?’

Ask: ‘Who is the illustrator?’

Ask: ‘Are you excited to read the
book?’

Discuss the text (Book Talk), When to say and ask when your
child gets a new book:



EYFS - Year 2 Year 3 - Year 6

Vocabublary

What does the word...mean in this

sentence?

What does the word or phrase tell you

about...?

What do the words...and...suggest about

the character, setting and mood?

Find one word in the text which means...

Which word tells you that....?

infer
Why was...feeling...?

What do you think the author intended

when they said...?

How can you tell that...?

What impression of...do you get from

these paragraphs?

predict

What do you think will happen next?

What makes you think this?

What is happening? What do you think

happened before?

Do you think...will happen? Yes, no or

maybe? Explain your answer using

evidence from the text?

What does this paragraph suggest will

happen next? What makes you think

this?

explain

Who is your favourite character?

Why?

Is there anything you would change

about this story?

Do you like this text? What do you like

about it?

The mood of the character changes

throughout the text. Find the phrases

which show this. 

How does the author engage the

reader here?

Why is the text arranged this way?

retrieve
How many....?

What happened to...?

How would you describe this

story/text?

What genre is it? How do you know?

sequence or
summarise

What happpened after...?

What was the first think that

happened in the story

Can you summarise in a sentence the

opening/middle/end of the story?

In what order do these chapter

headings come in the story?

ASK QUESTIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING

Ask a question or two using the examples stems below:


